
In 1986, the more 

than 20 years of 

Marcos dictatorial 

regime was ended by 

the  peaceful EDSA 

p e o p l e  p o w e r 

revolution. 

This newly found 

freedom ushered in 

new hope to oppressed 

a n d  d e s p e r a t e 

Filipinos and inspired 

others to share. Ten 

Bay Area couples took 

this as their cue in 

fulfilling their passion 

t o  h e l p  t h e i r 

u n d e r s e r v e d  

countrymen and thus, 

Save A Tahanan, Inc. 

was established. 

STI’s mission is to 

enhance the quality of 

people’s lives through 

m ic ro  f i n an c in g 

i n t e gra t ed  w i t h 

values formation 

seminars. Its journey 

was never smooth 

sailing but eventually 

e l iminated  most 

o b s t a c l e s  a n d 

hindrances. 

Like most non-profit 

organizations, STI 

depended on its 

donors generosity to 

help finance projects 

and programs and 

v o l u n t e e r s 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

o v e r s e e  t h e 

operations. 

These 25 years of 

t e a m w o r k  h a s 

generated livelihood 

projects for more than 

1 , 5 0 0  f a m i l i e s , 

provided venues for 

50  scholars ,  a 

cooperative for the 

community and a 

village where families 

live in decent housing 

in harmony with 

nature and others.   

As we celebrate this 

momentous occasion, 

STI with your help 

hopes to continue 

opening more doors of 

opportunities for 

o t h e r s  a s  o u r 

undertaking is far 

from over. 

M a b u h a y  a t 

Maraming Salamat 

po! ☼ 
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After the last ball was struck, good jokes 

shared and the laughter died down, the 

recently concluded  Annual STI Charity 

Golf Tournament last June 25, 2011 at 

Sunol Valley Golf Club steered new hope 

to the organizations’ scholars. Proceeds 

from this event will benefit the 

Balik’skwela program. 

The success of this charity event lies in the 

collaborative effort of STI volunteers, 

sponsors and players. All share the joy of 

knowing that their participation will help 

educate gifted youth whose families could 

not provide for their education. 

STI is very fortunate to have friends who 

have always been about heart and 

compassion, caring for and helping people. 

Be ready for your 2012 tee off time. ☼ 
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F 
ilipinos give prime importance to their roots, no less than the national hero gave 

credence to such trait, uttering the maxim that immortalized its worth. To live up to 

its challenge though is not simple as taking the journey back home. For going back 

to one ’ s roots entail sentiments but also concrete actions. 

It is a rarity therefore to find someone engaged on a long-term commitment in honoring their 

roots not only by going back but also continuously giving back. 

My introduction to the group happened when I first met Honesto Tria and wife Rose during a 

conference on Filipino migrant philanthropy at the University of Santo Tomas in 2007. Two 

years later I arranged a visit to Calabanga, Camarines Sur to coincide with the regular visit of 

the couple for their vacation and program visitation. For three days, I accompanied Mang 

Honesto and Madam Rose for an inspection of various places by which they have implemented 

their programs. From the make shift stalls of market vendors to homes of families who were 

granted small loans by STI to start their micro business, it was a revelation to see how little it 

takes to equip people with capacities to uplift their lives. 

The Tria couple and nine other couples were the pioneers who founded STI, otherwise known 

as Save A Tahanan, Inc. Giving life to Rizal’ s  words through their works, STI give honor to 

their roots in Calabanga, Camarines Sur by nurturing the homes of its inhabitants. 

Tahanan, which is the Filipino word for home stands as a living metaphor to what, STI hopes to 

accomplish, a holistic development of the Filipino family. Thus, their various programs are 

geared towards equipping members of the family with resource and skills necessary to achieve 

development and reach their utmost potential. 

Indeed, these words may not be adequate to capture the extent of their involvement and 

importance of their activities, but as stated previously, the small things that STI undertakes 

spells the difference from a sentimental  journey home to a journey back to make a difference. 

    Cherry Amor YapCherry Amor YapCherry Amor YapCherry Amor Yap, Kyoto University,10 September 2011 

 

The foregoing is a short reflection of the author regarding her fieldwork visit to Calabanga, Camarines 

Sur in October 2009. Currently she is researching on the philanthropic works of the Filipino diaspora. 

She likewise traces her roots back to the Bicol region and hopes to not only go back but also give back 

in the near future. 

     Going Back...  



Save A Tahanan, Inc. (STI) is a tax exempt, 510(c)(3) 

non-profit charitable organization founded in 1986 by 

a group of Filipino-Americans based in San Francisco, 
California, a group of seven families originally from 

Calabanga, Camarines Sur. 

Its mission is to mobilize resources to improve the lives 
of families through training and micro-financing and to 

empower them as responsible members of the 

community. 

Its vision is to  promote self-sufficient and stable 

families, leading communities to develop opportunities 
and collective solutions to issues of poverty, and 

upholding respect for all people of economic levels.  

STI believes that a self-sufficient tahanan (home) is the 
foundation of a strong society.  It is guided by the 

principles of sharing and participation that instills 

accountability. 

STI works in close partnership with its target 

beneficiaries, community leaders, and other 

stakeholders to implement its various programs in the 
project areas. 

40343 Robin Street 
Fremont, CA 94538 
 
Tel:  (510) 573-2908 
Fax: (510) 659-8908 
Email: info@save-a-tahanan.org 
Website:  www.save-a-tahanan.org 
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revitalized the organization. 

With her on the helm since 

2006, STI made ways to reach 

out to new programs and 

started fruitful collaborations 

with government and non-

government organizations and 

private institutions in the Bay 

Area and in the Philippines. 

Marisa knows how to share the 

success STI is reaping under 

her leadership. She never fails 

to acknowledge her team for a 

job well done. And also is tough 

when it is needed. 

Marisa Robles, a woman whose 

kindness, grace, warmth and 

concern for others is an 

inspiration for all of us...she 

truly is a total package. ☼ 

To say that Marisa Robles is a 

busy woman would be an 

understatement. She works for 

Chevron five days a week, tends to 

her family business, a full time 

mom and grandma and still can 

find time to involve herself to non 

profit organizations like STI. 

For Marisa, passion plays a very 

vital part in making her fulfill all 

of these tasks. Her life’s mantra is 

living with truth, peace and 

intensity. Giving it all you’ve got 

makes her tackle multiple 

undertakings and come up with 

exceptional results. 

She was an ardent supporter of 

STI even before she formally 

accepted the STI’s chairmanship. 

In 2003, she was part of the core 

group that revisited and 

Marisa Robles… total package 
by Freddie Esteves 

Staff Writer 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 

Your Contribution Will Make a DIFFERENCE 

 
Be a Donor of SAVE A TAHANAN, INC. (STI) and help 
provide opportunities for our underprivileged kababayans 
 
$ 100.00 will sponsor a family with 5 to 6 children 
$    50.00 will start up loan for a mother or father with 1 or 

2 children 
$    20.00 will help with other family development cost 
 
Any amount will help. 
 
Please make your check payable to Save A Tahanan, Inc. 
Your donation is tax-deductible. 

Marisa Robles. 


